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OUR PURPOSE

The ACT Now! Louisiana Coalition for LA4 is a group of organizations and individuals across
the state who have joined together to raise public awareness of the necessity and benefits of early
childhood education in Louisiana, particularly the state’s LA4 Pre-Kindergarten program. We
are committed to this purpose because:

- Investment in LA4 is needed to close the achievement gap and to ensure that all children,
especially children in poverty, are ready for school.

- Funding for LA4 is a cost-effective, strategic investment that will help to lift families out of
poverty.

— Investment in LA4 is vital to Louisiana’s economic growth and to our capacity to sustain a
healthy, fiscal environment.

THE FACTS

= Louisiana’s Pre-Kindergarten program, the Cecil J. Picard LA4 Early Childhood Program,
began in eleven pilot parishes with the passage of Senate Bill 776 during the 2001
Legislative session. LA4 is available in participating school districts at no cost to children
eligible for free or reduced lunch services.

= Currently, LA 4 serves 15,762 “at-risk” four-year old children in Louisiana. An additional
25,643 at-risk four-year old children are served in other programs, including Head Start,
8(G), Title I and other sources. It is estimated that as many as 5,000 at-risk four-year old
children are not receiving Pre-K services from any program source.

= LA4 s a high quality Pre-K program that is offered almost exclusively on public school sites.
By contrast, a best practice across the country is the expansion of Pre-K programs through a
“diverse delivery model,” offering publicly funded Pre-K in high quality private child care or
Head Start settings. Across the nation, over 30% of all publicly funded
Pre-K children are in private child care settings, saving tax payers money and providing
greater options to families.



Funding for LA4 over the last three years has declined from $82.7 million in 2008-2009 to
$75.9 million in 2010-2011. Federal TANF funds account for 90% of LA4 funding. The
balance comes from State General Funds and Statutorily Dedicated Funds. Funding
reductions were due in part to nearly $13 million of LA4 appropriations not being spent in
2006 and 2007. This was due to administrative issues at the state and district levels, not
because of reduced demand for LA4 services. The administrative issues have since been
resolved.

The average reimbursement to districts per LA4 student is $4,578, down from $5,000 several
years ago. This compares to the $5,044 average per pupil revenue provided through the MFP
for K-12 students. Given the total costs of funding LA4 classrooms, many school districts
and charter schools are supplementing LA4 with local funds.

BENEFITS OF LA4

Participation in LA4 better assures school readiness.

Four-year old at-risk children who participate in the LA4 Pre-Kindergarten program show
significant gains in academic achievement year after year.

The LA4 program significantly reduces the number of students placed in special education
and reduces grade retention.

WHAT SHOULD LOUISIANA DQO?

Louisiana should ACT NOW! to close the funding gap by fully funding the LA4 program for
all at-risk four-year old children. This means increasing LA4 per pupil funding to the
Minimum Foundation Program level or a minimum of $5,044 per student and providing
funding for the 5,000 at-risk four-year olds who are not served by any Pre-K program. This
should be new funding, not revenue resulting from cuts to other education programs and
services.

Louisiana should ACT NOW! to fully embrace and implement a diverse delivery system as
part of LA4, creating a system of school-based and other Pre-K programs by offering LA4
in Head Start, child care, and faith-based centers working together to provide high quality
public pre-kindergarten services to all four-year old children in a community.

A diverse delivery system will create opportunity by increasing access to the LA4 program,
providing high quality choices for families, and promoting quality and accountability across
settings.



FISCAL IMPACT (COSTS AND BENEFITS)

= The annual cost to fill the funding gap by increasing the LA4 per student reimbursement
from $4,578 to $5,044 is $7.3 million. Additional funding will be needed to fund the at-risk
four-year olds who are un-served when those figures are confirmed at the district level.

= Research indicates that for every $1 invested in Louisiana’s high-quality Pre-K program, the
state will receive returns ranging from $2.25 to $11.00 in future savings and increased tax
revenue.

= The reduction in special education placement and grade retention resulting from increased
participation in LA4 will free-up dollars within the Minimum Fund Program (MFP) to
implement an aggressive intervention program for those students performing poorly at

midyear. This could include spending on reading coaches, interventionists and other literacy

initiatives.

= Expansion and increased participation in LA4 can potentially result in tremendous savings in

the criminal justice system, healthcare, and social services.

COALITION MEMBERS

Alliance for Education

Scott Hughes, Executive Director
820 Jordan Street, # 485
Shreveport, LA 71101-4533
(318) 424-0599
shughes@alliance4education.org
Alliance4education.org

Center for Development and Learning
Alice Thomas, President & CEO

One Galleria Blvd., Suite 903

Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 840-9786

athomas@cdl.org

www.cdl.org

Children’s Coalition of Greater Baton Rouge
M. Lynell Whipple, President

P.O. Box 66482

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

(225) 346-1234

admin@naswla.org

www.ccofgbr.org
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Children’s Coalition of Northeast Louisiana
Lynda Gavioli, Executive Director

1363 Louisville Avenue

Monroe, LA 71201

(318) 323-8775
Igavioli@childrenscoalition.org
www.childrenscoalition.org

Early Childhood and Family Learning Foundation
Pat Cooper, CEO

2405 Jackson Ave, Suite C213

New Orleans, LA 70113

(504) 359-6801

Pcooper@ecflf.org

www.ecflf.org

Education’s Next Horizon
John Warner Smith, CEO
412 N. 4™ Street, Suite 240
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 383-3844
jsmith@lanexthorizon.org
www.ednexthorizon.org

Entergy Louisiana, LLC

Steven Scheurich

Vice-President of Customer Service and
External Affairs

4809 Jefferson Hwy

Jefferson, LA 70121

(504) 840-2637

www.entergy-louisiana.com

sscheur@entergy.com

Lafayette Parish Public Education Stakeholders
Council (LaPESC)

Margaret Trahan, President

P.O. Box 52033

Lafayette, LA 70505

(337) 706-1232

Margaret.trahan@unitedwayofacadiana.org
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Louisiana Association for the Education
of Young Children (LAEYC)

Dr. Mark Irabor, President

201 St. Charles Avenue, #161

New Orleans, LA 70170

(504) 914-6549

drmarkirabor@yahoo.com

www.laeyc.com

Louisiana Association of United Ways
Charmaine Caccioppi, President

2515 Canal Street

New Orleans, LA 70119

(504) 827-6823
CharmaineC@unitedwaynola.org
www.launitedway.org

Louisiana Early Childhood Association (LAECA)
Chris LeJeune, President

1383 E. Gallaugher Road

Jennings, LA 70546

(337) 824-8939 or (800) 215-9034
Lejcc824@hotmail.com

www.laeca.org

Louisiana Partnership for Children and Families
Denise Bottcher, President

P. O. Box 64507

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

225-236-8873

tiffany@Ilapartnership.org

www.lapartnership.org

Orleans Public Education Network (O.P.E.N.)
Deirdre Johnson Burel, Director

938 Lafayette Street

Suites 406 & 407

New Orleans, Louisiana 70113

(504) 523-9800
deirdre@orleanspubliceducationnetwork.org
www.orleanspubliceducationnetwork.org
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United Way for the Greater New Orleans Area
Gary Ostroske, President

2515 Canal Street

New Orleans, LA 70119

(504) 827-6848

Gary@unitedwaynola.org
www.unitedwaynola.org

United Way of Acadiana

Angela Morrison, Chief of Community Impact
215 East Pinhook

Lafayette, LA 70501

(337) 706-1232
Angela.morrison@unitedwayofacadiana.org
www.unitedwayofacadiana.org
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ACT NOW! Louisiana is sponsored by Education’s Next Horizon, a statewide nonprofit
organization dedicated to PreK-12 improvement. To join the movement to sustain and expand
LA4, contact any of the Coalition members or contact Education’s Next Horizon at (225) 383-
3844, by email at jsmith@Ilanexthorizon.org, or visit the website at www.ednexthorizon.org.
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